
 

Dear sir or madam 

  

We are very pleased to announce the call for panel proposals for the fifth of the 
RAI’s recent major conferences, Anthropology and Geography: Dialogues 
Past, Present and Future. This conference will take place 4-7 June 2020. It 
will be jointly organised by the RAI, the RGS, the British Academy, the 
Department of Anthropology and Sociology at SOAS, and the BM’s Department 
for Africa, Oceania and the Americas. The conference will be held in SOAS, 
Senate House, and the Clore Centre of the British Museum. The opening, 
keynote lecture will take place at the RGS on the evening of 4 June. 

We would be very grateful if you could share this information with your 
members. 

The RAI believes that anthropology and geography should be close, all the 
more so as the two disciplines have so much in common, both today and in the 
past. It hopes very much that through this conference, existing dialogues can be 
explored and further conversations take place on a host of vital issues including 
the Anthropocene, definitions of ethnology, methodology and fieldwork, 
contemporary understanding, education and public awareness, and the place of 
our disciplines in the modern world. We hope equally that this will lead to a 
shared intellectual understanding of our past and the emergence of the two 
disciplines, and an even closer engagement in the future, particularly in terms of 
emerging fields of mutual interest: e.g. digital media, geospatial mapping, and 
satellite photography. 

The RAI welcomes panel proposals on any theme, and indicates a few below. 
However, it would not wish to restrict any potential suggestion, and proposals 
are welcome on any aspect of the theme, whether theoretical, methodological 
or ethnographic. Proposals from any of the sub-fields of anthropology (social 
anthropology, biological anthropology, archaeology or linguistics) are welcome, 
as well as any of the sub-fields of geography. We would particularly welcome 
panel proposals that have anthropologists and geographers as co-convenors in 
order to maximise our mutual discussions. It will also be possible to propose 
exhibition stands devoted to specific projects, the fee for which will include a 
conference registration. 



Proposals for panels should be made by 2 September 2019 on the conference 
web-site, which may be 
found https://www.therai.org.uk/conferences/anthropology-and-
geography alongside the conference fees. All participants must pay the 
conference fee. 

Informal enquiries may be made to admin@therai.org.uk.     

  

We hope to see you at the conference. 

Kind regards 

Amanda Vinson 

Assistant Director (Administration) 

  

Royal Anthropological Institute 

50 Fitzroy Street 

London 

W1T 5BT 

  

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7387 0455 

Fax: +44 (0)20 7388 8817 

  

Anthropology & Geography: Dialogues Past, Present and Future 

4-7 June 2020, British Museum / RGS / SOAS 

https://www.therai.org.uk/conferences/anthropology-and-geography   

  

Follow us on Twitter @RoyalAnthro 

Follow us on Facebook 
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